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DETAILED ACTION 

1 Specification 

The disclosure is objected to because of the following informalities: one extra 
period appears at the end of line 20 on the first page of the specification. 

Appropriate correction is required. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351 (a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

Claim 5 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by Ung et al (US 
2001 0031 641 A1). 

Regarding claim 5, Ung et al discloses a technique and apparatus to provide 
status tracking of presence and/or location of a mobile, wireless device (see paragraph 
44) with a mobile activity status tracker which tracks and reports status and activity of. 
mobile wireless devices in a wireless network using mobile registration message, 
inactivity message forwarding, and/or mobile automatic notification of subscriber status 
(see paragraph 47) and provides this data to a requesting entity as' desired (see 
paragraph 50), which reads on the claimed "mobile phone service control center 
comprising: a communication system for receiving and sending signals; a computer 
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system linked to the communication system". The mobile activity status tracker (MAST) 
uses a database to store this information (see paragraph 59), which reads on the 
claimed "status database for recording the status condition of every mobile phone and 
inputted contact data". Initially, the MAST receives a mobile registration message via a 
registration notification forwarding mechanism and appropriately updates the activity 
status in the database. Upon power down of the relevant wireless device, the MAST 
will receive a mobile deregistration message and appropriately update the activity status 
in the database (see paragraph 101), which reads on the claimed "the status condition 
of each mobile phone including at least an on status, an off status and inputted contact 
data" and "status monitoring program module for monitoring the status condition of 
every mobile phone and accordingly updating the status database when the status 
condition of a mobile phone changes". When the handset mobile A, provisioned with 
the chat service, is powered on, a registration access message is sent from the mobile 
A to the MSC and eventually to a chat server indicating that mobile A is on-line (see 
paragraphs 129-134. The chat server determines that Mobile A belongs to a particular 
chat group, registers mobile A in the chat session and the chat server notifies the other 
chat participants that mobile A is available (see paragraphs 134-136). At the same 
time, the chat server may also notify mobile A of all current participants of the chat 
session (see paragraph 136). Similarly, when mobile A is powered off, the chat server 
removes Mobile A from the chat session and notifies the chat session participants that 
mobile A has become unavailable (see paragraphs 142-148), which reads on the 
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claimed "status notification program module for informing at least one associated mobile 
phone when the status condition of a predetermined mobile phone changes". 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 
The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 1 02 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

The factual inquiries set forth in Graham v. John Deere Co., 383 U.S. 1 , 148 
USPQ 459 (1966), that are applied for establishing a background for determining 
obviousness under 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) are summarized as follows: 

1 . Determining the scope and contents of the prior art. ' 

2. Ascertaining the differences between the prior art and the claims at issue. 

3. Resolving the level of ordinary skill in the pertinent art. 

4. Considering objective evidence present in the application indicating 
obviousness or nonobviousness. 

Claims 1 and 3 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Ung et al in view of Wu et al (US 200401 52477A1 ). 

Regarding claim 1, Ung et al discloses a technique and apparatus to provide 
status tracking of presence and/or location of a mobile, wireless device (see paragraph 
44), which reads on the claimed "method of informing of a status condition of a 
predetermined mobile phone", with a mobile activity status tracker which tracks and 
reports status and activity of mobile wireless devices in a wireless network using mobile 
registration message, inactivity message forwarding, and/or mobile automatic 
notification of subscriber status (see paragraph 47) and provides this data to a 
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requesting entity as desired (see paragraph 50), which reads on the claimed "control 
center informing at least one associated mobile phone setting the predetermined mobile 
phone as a contact". The mobile activity status tracker (MAST) uses a database to 
store this information (see paragraph 59), which reads on the claimed "the control 
center comprising a status database for recording the status condition of every mobile 
phone and inputted contact data". Initially, the MAST receives a mobile registration 
message via a registration notification forwarding mechanism and appropriately updates 
the activity status in the database. Upon power down of the relevant wireless device, 
the MAST will receive a mobile deregistration message and appropriately update the 
activity status in the database (see paragraph 101), which reads on the claimed "the 
status condition of each mobile phone including at least an on status, an off status". 
When the handset mobile A, provisioned with the chat service, is powered on, a 
registration access message is sent from the mobile A to the MSC and eventually to a 
chat server indicating that mobile A is on-line (see paragraphs 129-134. The chat 
server determines that Mobile A belongs to a particular chat group, registers mobile A in 
the chat session and the chat server notifies the other chat participants that mobile A is 
available (see paragraphs 134-136), which reads on the claimed "the control center 
updating the status condition of the predetermined mobile phone in the status database 
to the on status, and informing the associated mobile phone". At the same time, the 
chat server may also notify mobile A of all current participants of the chat session (see 
paragraph 136), which reads on the claimed invention where the control center sends at 
least a portion of the status condition of the associated mobile phone. When mobile A 
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is powered off, the chat server removes Mobile A from the chat session and notifies the 
chat session participants that mobile A has become unavailable (see paragraphs 142- 
148), which reads on the claimed "when the mobile phone is switched from the on 
status to the off status: the control center updating the status condition of the , 
predetermined mobile phone in the status database to the off status, and informing the 
associated mobile phone". Ung et al fails to expressly disclose that the inputted 
information includes a contact title and a contact mobile phone number. 

In a similar field of endeavor, Wu et al discloses an instant messaging system 
and method where when a mobile client sends a message to the PC client, the 
message typically includes the mobile phone number associated with the mobile client, 
which reads on the claimed "contact mobile phone number", and the instant messenger 
ID of the destination client (see paragraph 48), which reads on the claimed "contact 
title". 

It would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art at the time of 
the invention to modify Ung et al with Wu et al to include the above mobile phone 
number and instant messenger ID in order to identify a recipient and a sender as 
suggested by Wu et al (see paragraph 48). 

Regarding claim 3, the combination of Ung et al and Wu et al discloses that the 
chat server notifies the other chat participants that mobile A is available by sending a 
broadcast text message to all current participants of that chat session (see Ung et al 
paragraph 136). Also, when a handset powers down, the chat server removes the 
handset from the chat session (see Ung et al paragraphs 142-148)! Thus when a 
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mobile phone is powered off, it will not be notified of another phone's status, which 
reads on the claimed "in the steps (B) and (C), the control center does not inform the 
associated mobile phone when the associated mobile phone has the off status". 

Claims 2 and 4 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Ung et al in view of Wu et al as applied to claim 1 above, and further in view of Bethards 
et al (US 200301 25062A1 ). 

Regarding claim 2, the combination of Ung et al and Wu et al discloses a system 
where when the status of mobile A changes, a message is sent from the mobile A to the 
MSC and eventually to a chat server indicating that mobile A is on-line (see Ung et al 
paragraphs 129-134). The chat server determines that Mobile A belongs to a particular 
chat group, registers mobile A in the chat session and the chat server notifies the other 
chat participants that mobile A is available (see Ung et al paragraphs 134-136). The 
combination of Ung et al and Wu et al fails to teach the indication of a busy status. 

In a similar field of endeavor, Bethards et al discloses a method and apparatus 
for providing status information associated with a plurality of users of real-time 
communication service such as instant messaging and group chat (see paragraph 13). 
The mobile station transmits status information associated with one of the plurality of 
logon identifiers to a second subscriber with a contact list including the particular logon 
identifier, and the status information may include on-line, off-line, busy, away, on-the- 
phone, etc. (see paragraph 18). 
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It would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art at the time of 
the invention to modify the combination of Ung et al and Wu et al to include the above 
busy status indication in order to provide more detailed status information such that 
users may interact with each other in a manner consistent with the status information. 

Regarding claim 4, the combination of Ung et al, Wu et al and Bethards et al 
discloses that the chat server notifies the other chat participants that mobile A is 
available by sending a broadcast text message to all current participants of that chat 
session (see Ung et al paragraph 136). Also, when a handset powers down, the chat 
server removes the handset from the chat session (see Ung et al paragraphs 142-148). 
Thus when a mobile phone is powered off, it will not be notified of another phone's 
status, which reads on the claimed "in the step (D), the control center does not inform 
the associated mobile. phone when the associated mobile phone has the off status". 

Claim 6 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Ung et al 
in view of Bethards et al. 

Regarding, claim 6, Ung et al discloses a system where when the status of mobile 
A changes, a message is sent from the mobile A to the MSC and eventually to a chat 
server indicating that mobile A is on-line (see paragraphs 129-134. The chat server 
determines that Mobile A belongs to a particular chat group, registers mobile A in the 
chat session and the chat server notifies the other chat participants that mobile A is 
available (see paragraphs 134-136). Ung et al fails to teach the indication of a busy 
status. 
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In a similar field of endeavor, Bethards et al discloses a method and apparatus 
for providing status information associated with a plurality of users of real-time 
communication service such as instant messaging and group chat (see paragraph 13). 
The mobile station transmits status information associated with one of the plurality of 
logon identifiers to a second subscriber with a contact list including the particular logon 
identifier, and the status information may include on-line, off-line, busy, away, on-the- 
phone, etc. (see paragraph 18). 

It would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in the art at the time of 
the invention to modify the combination of Ung et al and Wu et al to include the above 
busy status indication in order to provide more detailed status information such that 
users may interact with each other in a manner consistent with the status information. 

Conclusion 

The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure: 

Goss et al (US 200201 37498A1 ) discloses a method for automatic call 
forwarding when a mobile unit goes out of service. v 

Lipton (US006728754B1) discloses a method, system and article for telephone 
notification of an online status of a user. 

Dorenbosch et al (US 200201 73308A1) discloses instant message proxy for 
circuit switched mobile environment. 

Greene (US 20020077080A1 ) discloses instant message user location tracking 
system. 
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Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Bryan J Fox whose telephone number is (703) 305- 
8994. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday through Friday 9-5. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Marsha Banks-Harold can be reached on (703) 305-4379. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703- 
872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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PRIMARY EXAMINER 



